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beautiful simplicity the complicated phenomena of
diffraction have been explained through what we
have every reason to regard as the true theory of
light.

And so it seems to me that mere materialism does
not hold out any prospect of leading to an explana-
tion, I will not merely say of thought, but even of
the phenomena of life in the lowliest form of animal
or plant. There appears to be a well-marked line
of demarcation between inorganic nature and the
forms of life. It is true that we get dendritic
crystallisations which sometimes simulate in a rough
way the outward forms of some kinds of plants.
But this does not go beyond the merest superficial
resemblance. In crystallisation we have nothing
like the formation and multiplication of cells. It
would seem as if there were something about a living
thing which exercised a sort of command over
matter. I do not say that the forces or laws to
which inorganic matter ~ is subject are opposed or
superseded when matter belongs to a living thing.
The chemist has no command whatsoever over the
laws of chemical affinity, and yet, by working in
obedience to those laws, he is able in his laboratory
to form a variety of compounds, some of which do
not occur in nature, while others do occur, but are
formed perhaps in some vegetable, in some manner
totally different from that by which they have been